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                                                                                                                                               Romantic Book of the Year

2012                 
Competition Guidelines

Please read guidelines carefully. Conditions will be strictly adhered to.

1. Entries may be submitted by a publisher, agent, author or member of the public.

2. Novels of 40,000 words or more are eligible for entry. 

3. Entries must be written in the English language by a citizen or permanent or temporary resident of Australia or New Zealand. 

4. The original version of the novel, whether hardback or paperback, must have been first published between 1 January, 2011 and the 31 December 2011 inclusive. Published means distributed in either printed or electronic form to bookshops, booksellers, online etc, whether in Australia or elsewhere. Electronic publications are eligible for entry ONLY if supplied in conventional bound book or bound manuscript format for this competition.
5. Self-published novels or novels printed by vanity publishers are not eligible. For further clarification of this rule please contact the RBY coordinator.
6. A novel may only be entered into the R(BY competition once. The author/publisher/member of the public submitting the entry must choose whether to enter the novel in the year it is published overseas or the year it is released in Australia.  Repeat entries will be disqualified.

7. Entries are to be placed in one of four categories:

Short Sweet Romance: Novels and novellas between 40,000 and 60,000 words where the love story is the main focus of the novel and the end of the book is emotionally satisfying and optimistic. Novels may be set in any place or time. Love scenes may be present or implied but details are not explicit.  eg. HMB Sweet, HMB Medical, Avalon

Short Sexy Romance: Novels and novellas between 40,000 and 60,000 words where the love story is the main focus of the novel, and the end of the book is emotionally satisfying and optimistic. Novels may be set in any place or time. Love scenes are fully realized. eg HMB Sexy, Desire, Blaze

Long Romance: Novels over 60,000 words where the love story is the main focus of the novel, and the end of the book is emotionally satisfying and optimistic. Novels may be set in any place or time. Love scenes may contain any level of sensuality. eg. Most single title romance imprints, HMB Super Romance, HMB Historical.

Romantic Elements: Novels of any length, tone, or style, set in any place or time, in which a romance plays a significant part in the story, though it is not necessarily the central plot. Other themes or elements take the plot beyond the traditional romance boundaries. 
8. The books supplied for each eligible entry become the property of RWA Inc and may be used for promotional purposes.
9. Entries close on Friday 3rd February 2012. Entries received after this date will be rejected. Each entry must be submitted with:

· Seven (7) copies of each entry

· A non-refundable payment of AUS$24.20 ($22.00 + $2.20 GST) per entry (payable to RWA Inc) for current financial members of RWA  or
· A non-refundable payment of AUS$77.00 ($70.00 + $7.00 GST) per entry (payable to RWA Inc) for Australian non-members of RWA.
· A non-refundable payment of AUS$22.00 (excludes GST) per entry for New Zealand members of RWA.

· A non-refundable payment of AUS$70.00 (excludes GST) per entry for New Zealand non-members of RWA. 

· A signed entry form for each entry, or, in the case of multiple entries, a single signed entry form and a schedule of entries showing author’s name, title, and release date.


Note
Entries which are disqualified will not be returned unless postage is supplied.
9.
The R(BY coordinator, in conjunction with the RWA Executive committee, reserves the right to withdraw any entry from the competition.
10.
Publishers give permission for RWA Inc to reproduce the covers of short listed/winning books in material relating to the promotion of the award.
11.
This is a reader-based award. The winners will be announced at the RWA National Conference in August 2012.
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