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Romance Writers of Australia and its supporters are proud to announce...
The Selling Synopsis 2012
Deadline: 
Opens August 26th 2011 and closes midnight Sydney time Friday 23rd  September 2011

                                     Entries sent outside these dates will not be accepted
Entry Fee: 
$22.00 incl. GST  for each entry ($20 entrants outside Australia). Max 3 entries per person

Entry:                          A synopsis of a book length (see rule 1) romance (see rule 5) manuscript aimed at either a Category or Single Title publisher
Final Judge: 
Laura Bradford, Bradford Literary Agency
Page Counts: 
Category- 4 pages double spaced (max) ; Single Title --6 pages double spaced (max)  Check guidelines for formatting

                                * THIS CONTEST IS VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION ONLY *
Prizes:
1st - $200; 2nd - $100; 3rd – $75  (plus certificates)
Email entry to:
Jenn J McLeod    sellingsynopsis2012@hotmail.com
Queries:
Jenn J McLeod     02 6653 4636 sellingsynopsis2012@hotmail.com
Payment:
Either by Paypal (preferred) or send cheque/credit card payment (see below) to 
                                    Selling Synopsis Contest 

PO Box 441  Sawtell NSW 2452
Conditions of Entry

RWA Inc. reserves the right to return entries not complying with the entry conditions.  The Contest Manager’s decision in this regard is final.
1. Open to RWA members who have not been published or accepted for publication in book length (40,000+ words) fiction.  Previously published authors MAY be eligible to enter and will be decided on a case-by-case basis and depends on contract and publication date, book availability and if you are actively promoting yourself as a published author.  To request a ruling, you must contact the contest manager one month prior to the contest deadline. For the purposes of this contest, self-published and vanity-published authors are regarded as unpublished.
2. All entrants must be financial members of RWA.  If membership lapses at any time during the judging process, the entry will be removed from the contest and returned to the entrant. 

3. Entries that have won a prize in a previous Selling Synopsis contest or Query Letter and Synopsis contest, or been taken from manuscripts that have won the Emma Darcy, Valerie Parv or Emerald Award, are not eligible.
4. Members are not allowed to judge for a contest they have entered. Contest Managers may not enter or judge a contest they are managing but may enter or judge for another contest. 

5. The definition of ‘romance’ implies the romantic development of a relationship between the main protagonists and includes all romance novel markets and sub-genres unless otherwise specified i.e. category (long and short), single title contemporary, historical (including Regency), futuristic, fantasy, paranormal, time travel, romantic suspense, erotic romance, chick lit, ethnic, young adult, inspirational and mainstream fiction with romantic elements.  
6. If an entrant is accepted for publication  in book length fiction during the preliminary judging process (i.e. before the finalists are announced), the entrant must inform RWA.  The entry will be withdrawn and the entry fee refunded. If an entrant is accepted for publication after the finalists are announced the entrant must inform RWA. The entry may be withdrawn by the entrant but otherwise will be eligible for placing and prizes in which case the fee will not be refunded. No retroactive action will be taken. Placings etc will stand.
7. The entrant must be the original author of every entry they submit.

8. Up to three entries per member are permitted for this contest.

9. This contest is open to email submission only. Include one cover page for each entry with your name, address, contact details, entry title, targeted publisher and total word count for complete novel.  DO NOT NUMBER THIS PAGE.  Author's identifying details must NOT appear on entries except this page. EMAIL COVER PAGE AS A SEPARATE ATTACHMENT.
10. Copyright is automatic and remains with the entrant.

11. Entry fees are non-refundable.  Please do not send cash in the mail. 
12. Reading by an editor or agent does not imply acceptance into a publisher's selection/editing process or an agent’s listings.  Judges' decisions are final.  NO correspondence will be entered into.  If you have suggestions on the running of the contest process, please advise the manager by separate mail/email.  
13. Thank you cards to judges are always welcome - please pencil in the judge’s number on the envelopes and include a current stamp on each thank you, then mail them – unsealed - in an envelope to the contest manager so she can forward them on. Email thank-you  notes are accepted. No gifts please.
14. All entries are being accepted via email ONLY.  Entrants will be asked to add a query letter should their entry/s go to the final judge
15. An entry form must accompany  your entry
16. Ties for final placings are resolved by highest total X factor scores 

Formatting
	MANDATORY ENTRY CONDITIONS

If any of the following conditions are not met the entrant will have the option of making the corrections and returning the entry by the closing date of the contest. A 5 point penalty will apply if one or more of these conditions remain uncorrected and the entrant chooses to leave the original version in the contest. In the event of a tie for the last finalist place a penalized entry will not be accepted. 
                                                       This is an email entry only contest.



	· Entrant’s name doesn’t appear ANYWHERE on the entry except cover page

· Page set up is A4 size paper, portrait, single column

· Font must be 12 point Times New Roman or Courier New

· Entry text lines must be double spaced

· Category entries: Max 4 pages

· Single Title entries: Max 6 pages

· Margins are approx. 2.5 cm all round

· First line of each paragraph is indented 

· Page numbers starting at number 1 are placed in the header on every page 
· Entry must be left aligned

· Header must have entry title and subgenre or series/line and page number only 

· Entry is saved as Word.doc only—no other file extensions


The waiver on the entry form MUST be signed (typed name is accepted for emailed forms) or your entry will be disqualified.

REMEMBER… IF IN DOUBT – ASK US!!

2012 RWA SELLING SYNOPSIS ENTRY FORM

Name:    ………………………………………                                                                     Member Number:
Pseudonym (if applicable):……………………………………………………

Address:    


State:
P/Code:
Phone (home):


E-mail: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
By entering my manuscript in this contest I declare that at the time of submission this entry is unpublished, has not been accepted for publication, has not placed or received an award, certificate or prize in a previous Selling Synopsis Contest, Query Letter and Synopsis contest nor won the Valerie Parv, Emerald or Emma Darcy Award. 
Manuscript Type: (tick one only for each entry submitted)

1.Entry Title: 
Publisher/line targeted 


___  short category (50,000-70,000 words)
___  long category (70,000+  words)
___  single title contemporary
___  fantasy/paranormal/time travel /sf/futuristic                                       ___  historical/Regency (incl. category historical)
___  single title romantic comedy
___  young adult

___  single title romantic suspense/mystery …………………………………………………………………………___  chick lit  

___  erotic romance
___  mainstream fiction with romantic elements
Heat rating: Tick one         Strong/Explicit           Moderate           Mild/none
2.Entry Title: ………… ………………… ……………………………………………………Publisher/line targeted…………………………………..


___  short category (50,000-70,000 words)
___  long category (70,000+  words)
___  single title contemporary
___  fantasy/paranormal/time travel /sf/futuristic                                       ___  historical/Regency (incl. category historical)
___  single title romantic comedy
___  young adult

___  single title romantic suspense/mystery …………………………………………………………………………___  chick lit  

___  erotic romance
___  mainstream fiction with romantic elements
Heat rating: Tick one         Strong/Explicit           Moderate           Mild/none
3.Entry Title: 
Publisher/line targeted

___  short category (50,000-70,000 words)
___  long category (70,000+  words)
___  single title contemporary
___  fantasy/paranormal/time travel /sf/futuristic                                       ___  historical/Regency (incl. category historical)
___  single title romantic comedy
___  young adult

___  single title romantic suspense/mystery …………………………………………………………………………___  chick lit  

___  erotic romance
___  mainstream fiction with romantic elements
Heat rating: Tick one         Strong/Explicit           Moderate           Mild/none
_____________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT DETAILS

Entrant’s Name: __________________________________________________

I am paying by:
Cheque  (in Australian dollars) payable to Romance Writers of Australia Inc. Entry form must be mailed with Cheque payments


___  Visa
___  Mastercard         
                  ___  PayPal (go to the contest page in the members’ area of www.romanceaustralia.com to make your payment)
Credit Card Number:
Signature:



Name on Card
Expiry Date:
Amount Authorised: $


WAIVER

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the Conditions of Entry for this contest.  I certify that I am the original author of the entry and that at the time of submission it has not been accepted for publication.  I understand that ideas and titles cannot be copyrighted.  I accept that the contest judging is subjective and agree to abide by the decisions of the readers, judges, sponsors, and/or contest officials regarding selection and judging both in regard to my entry and to the choice of finalists and winner.  In consideration of Romance Writers of Australia Inc.’s acceptance of my entry, I agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless its officers, members, all readers/judges of the contest, from liability for their/her actions, whether relating to disputes regarding the conducting, sponsoring, advertising, judging and handling of my entry, or arising from my participation in this contest or otherwise.

Signature:

.............
Date:


DECLARATION FOR AUSTRALIAN RESIDENTS ONLY

To enable winners to claim the full prize money, you must tick one statement below:

I am a hobbyist and therefore not required to supply an ABN for tax purposes; OR        My ABN is: ...............................................................
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