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Romance Writers of Australia

Little Gems Short Story Contest

Score Sheet

	Entry #
	
	Title
	

	Gem
	DIAMOND
	Year
	2012
	Judge #
	

	Total score (max = 62)
	


	 THE GEM

	
	Does the story contain the name of the gem for this current year?
(1 mark) 

Is the gem an integral part of the story? 
 (1 mark)
Total for The Gem (Max. 2 marks) 


	JUDGES:  You are asked to assess READINESS FOR SUBMISSION.

Please offer as many constructive comments as possible.
Refer to Guidelines for Judges before you begin.

The scoring scheme is from 1 to 5. Zero is not a valid mark. Half-marks are acceptable.

5 = ready for submission;

4 = only minor adjustments needed;

3 = needs moderate revision;

2 = needs significant revision;

1 = major problem.




	Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation (Max. 5 marks for each question)

Remember you are marking readiness for submission, not perfection – a few errors can still be ready for submission. Do not mark based on personal preferences for punctuation or grammar. Allow for tone and voice if applicable, especially in dialogue. Either US or Australian spelling is acceptable so long as it is consistent.

	
	Is the entry free of spelling errors?

	
	Are the basics of grammar followed?

	
	Are the basics of punctuation followed?

	
	Total for Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation (Max. 15 marks)

	If you gave less than full marks for any of these, either mark the errors on the entry, or provide comments here:




	WRITING SKILLS (Max. 5 marks for each question. Please type your comments below each question as applicable.)


	
	Did the entry draw you in right away?

	
	Does the entry have a romantic theme?


	
	Is the story well paced? 

	
	Are the characters believable (well developed)?

	
	Is the dialogue convincing and true to the era of the setting? Does it carry the story along?

	
	Is the approach fresh and interesting? 

	
	Is the ending satisfying?

	
	Total for Writing Skills (Max. 35 marks)


	X-FACTOR 

	
	How do you rate the overall potential of this entry. Give a score from 1 to 10.

1 = “very poor”    10 = “it deserves to be in the anthology”


	SUMMARY COMMENTS ON THE WHOLE ENTRY

	What were the particular strengths of this entry?  Explain what you liked about the story, the characters and/or the writing technique. What worked well?



	What didn’t work so well with the story, the characters and/or the writing technique? How could it be improved?



	
	Total for this entry (Max. 62 marks)


	about This judge:

	
	Published, Romance

	
	Published, Other

	
	Editor

	
	Contest finalist/winner

	
	Avid reader of the genre
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