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Romance Wiiters Of Australia Inc.




The Little Gems Short Story Contest 2012
* this year’s gem is ‘diamond’ *
Opens :             Friday 6 January 2012
Closes: 
Emailed by midnight Sydney time 

                         Friday 27 January 2012   

Entry Fee: 
$16.50 GST incl. ( $15 entrants outside Australia) for each     

                         entry, up to a maximum of three entries per person

Eligibility:
All RWA members, published and unpublished.
Judges:
Judges are a mix of romance writers and readers. Each entry is read three times.The highest ranking entries (approximately 14) will be included in our anthology. 

Page count: 
3000 words maximum - see entry conditions for formatting instructions

Prizes: 
First: $200 -- Second -- $100 Third -- $75

Publication in our Little Gems Short Story anthology, plus 2 hard copies of the final publication. 
Email Entries to: Lis Hoorweg   2012littlegems@gmail.com
NB. Payment by PayPal is preferred. Post cheque or money order payments with entry form to:

               Little Gems Manager, 20 Waller Crescent, Campbell, ACT 2612

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

RWA Inc. reserves the right to return entries not complying with the entry conditions or unaccompanied by payment, signed contest waiver and/or entry form.  Please note Entry Condition #15.

1. Open to all RWA members, both published and unpublished.
2. All entrants must ensure they are financial members of RWA. If unfinancial at the time of entry, or if membership   
lapses at any time during the judging process, you must rectify the situation immediately. If the membership fee is not then received within seven days, the entry will be removed from the contest. 
3. Entries that have been published or accepted for publication are not eligible. If your story is published or accepted for publication after you have submitted it to the contest, please contact the Contest Manager – your story can remain in the judging, but is ineligible for the anthology or a prize. For the purposes of this contest, stories that have been self-published are regarded as unpublished and may be entered in the contest.
4. The entrant must be the original author of any entry they submit.
5. This is an email only contest. No postal entries can be accepted.

6. All entries must have a romantic theme and include the word “diamond” in the body of the entry. An extra mark is available if the gem (or gem name) is used creatively, as an integral part of the story. As the Little Gems Anthology goes on sale to all the membership, stories of a sexually explicit nature will not be considered. Rating for the anthology is PG.
7. All entries require an emailed entry form. Post your printed entry form and payment only if paying by cheque or money order. If paying by PayPal, only the emailed entry form is required.

8. Emailed credit card forms and signatures are accepted.          
9. Manuscript Format. 

If any of the following conditions are not met the entrant will have the option of making the corrections and returning the entry by the closing date of the contest. A 5 point penalty will apply if one or more of these conditions remain uncorrected and the entrant chooses to leave the original version in the contest. In the event of a tie for the final anthology place, a penalized entry will not be accepted. 
· 12 point TNR or Courier New font

·  Double spaced

·  Approx 2.5cm margins, paragraph indent 1.25 cm.
·  Maximum 3000 words computer count. 
·  Only entry title and page numbers to appear in the header. 
·  Send as an attachment in word .doc  only, no other file extensions accepted. 
·  EMAIL YOUR ENTRY FORM AS A SEPARATE DOCUMENT. 

10. Entry fees are non-refundable. Do not send cash in the mail.
11. In the event that there are insufficient entries, the anthology will be produced bi-annually.

12. Entries accepted for the anthology must be provided in a Word .doc document for editing purposes
13. Judges' decisions are final. NO correspondence will be entered into.
14. Copyright is automatic and remains with the entrant.  

15. Thank-you notes to judges are welcome but no gifts, please. Email notes to the Contest Manager for forwarding, or post all your notes in one envelope to the Contest Manager in stamped unsealed envelopes with the judges number in PENCIL on the outside, for addressing.  

Members are not allowed to judge for a contest they have entered. Contest Managers may not enter or judge a contest they are managing but may enter or judge for another contest. 

Queries? Ask  Lis Hoorweg  Email:  2012littlegems@gmail.com  

or ph: (02) 6248 8495
Entry Form for the “LITTLE GEMS” Short Story Contest 2012

Name: ..................................................................................................................Member Number:................................................

Pseudonym  (if applicable)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address:
State:
P/code:


Phone (w)
(h)


E-mail:


Entry Title/s:





By entering this contest I declare that I am a financial member of RWA Inc and that the entry has not been previously published in any form.

PAYMENT DETAILS

I am paying by:
___  Money order
___  Cheque  (in Australian dollars) payable to Romance Writers of Australia Inc.

Credit Card (please fill in your details below)


___  
Visa
___  Mastercard                     ------- Paypal        Receipt number-----------------------------
Entrant name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Card Number:


Name on Card:
Expiry Date:


Signature:
Amount Authorised: $


WAIVER

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the Conditions of Entry for THE LITTLE GEMS SHORT STORY CONTEST. I certify that I am the original author of the entry and that at the time of submission it has not been accepted for publication.  I understand that ideas and titles cannot be copyrighted. I accept that the contest judging is subjective and agree to abide by the decisions of the readers, judges, sponsors, and/or contest officials regarding selection and judging both in regard to my entry and to the choice of finalists and winner. In consideration of Romance Writers of Australia Inc.’s acceptance of my entry, I agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless its officers, members, all readers/judges of the contest, from liability for their actions, whether relating to disputes regarding the conducting, sponsoring, advertising, judging and handling of my entry, or arising from my participation in THE LITTLE GEMS SHORT STORY CONTEST or otherwise.

Signature:

Date:


ABN 30 075 409 728





Romance Writers of Australia Inc is proud to announce...
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