Workshop Topics

Branding – Why you need it before you sell – Nikki Logan

There is so much more to effective branding than a pretty website and a cute tag-line. Working out who you are as a writer and what you want to say is an important part of the business and then this must be effectively communicated to editors and agents. Branding is not something you want to leave until after you sell. This workshop will look at examples of effective (and not so effective) branding in the romance sector and help participants identify what their brand is.

History, guesswork and wild imagination: Creating believable historical settings in your fiction – Juliet Marillier
This workshop is about researching your setting; how much detail is too much; how to create believable romantic relationships for the age and how to make dialogue tell the story of the time.

Finding your Voice – Juliet Marillier
‘Voice’ is one of the hardest aspects of writing to define and to develop. In this workshop we will discuss what elements combine to create Voice, how to use Voice to give your work character, and how every writer can develop her own distinct personal Voice. 

'Fabulous First Chap and Para' – Fiona Palmer

One of the hardest things for a writer to face is the blank page when starting a new story. You want an opening hook to immediately catch your reader, luring them in to the book carefully so you don’t lose them. This tutorial covers how to start your first chapter so the reader can’t help but read on. It includes writing exercises such as things to do to help overcome writer’s block or to get great ideas and details. 
Conflict and Finding the Zen of your Back story. – Fiona Lowe
Using examples from film, learn how to create a compelling start to your story, one that will keep your readers reading despite the fact the dinner is burning, the kids are calling and a work presentation needs preparing. 

 

 

Tension….how to write a Page Turner and avoid a soggy middle.  – Fiona Lowe
This hands-on workshop complete with worksheets builds on the elements discussed in Conflict and Finding the Zen of your Back Story but can easily be taken as a ‘stand alone’ workshop. Learn how to create tension and raise the emotional stakes until the last page.   If participants can find a copy of The Doctor Claims His Bride (Book Depository UK) and read it, that would be useful but not vital.
